
           

Minutes of Partnership Development Group Meeting 

5
th
 Sept. 2018 

Sacred Heart, Boldon 

 

In attendance: Fr John Gibbons, Dean, Deacon Kevin Atkinson, Fr Adrian Dixon, Jarrow, Fr Saji 

Thottathil, Jarrow, Angela Boyle, St Matthews, Catherine Elliott, St Bede’s (South Shields), Fr Robert 

Kinlen, South Shields, Terry Fitzpatrick, St Oswald’s, Michael Wiblin, St Bede’s (Jarrow), Fr David 

Nixon, Hebburn, Moya Rooney, Primary Education Rep, Claire Hyslop, St Peter & St Paul, Judith Bell, 

St Mary’s, John Hardy, Sacred Heart (Chair), Moira Smith, St Joseph’s. 

Apologies: Sr Mary Lees, Fr Michael Weymes, South Shields, Patricia Alexander, (minute taker & St 

Oswald’s),   

Fr David explained there is currently no rep for St Aloysius and St James following Paul Cuskin’s 

resignation but this should be remedied at the next Parish meeting. 

The meeting was opened with a Gospel reading read by Fr Adrian.  Moira was asked to act as note-

taker. 

Procedures: Before the minutes of the previous meeting were discussed, a couple of points re 

procedures were raised.   

Michael asked for an assurance that minutes and agendas should be available in advance of 

meetings. John posed the question re frequency and length of meetings.  This was discussed later in 

the meeting (see Date of Next Meeting section) 

Minutes of Meeting 6
th

 June 2018 – were circulated and matters arising discussed 

Moira pointed out that practical things which reps had been asked to do eg pen portraits and events 

information, had not been completed.  It was generally agreed we should try to complete actions 

highlighted in the minutes. 

Property and Community Review 

There was some concern that it might be difficult to get volunteers from every parish to be involved.  

However, as the Diocesan Guidelines are still not published, it was decided we should wait until there 

is a clearer picture of what and who are needed before we discuss the process. 

Patronal Feasts 

Fr David pointed out that the agreed concept of Patronal Feasts (only one Partnership mass on the 

specific dates) was not being adhered to.  Fr John reiterated that other masses should not be 

happening.  There are some parishioners voicing their upset at having to travel to other churches on 

these days.  We may need to review this in the future 

Action: Patronal Feasts will continue within the Bede Partnership, with one principal, shared mass on 

the specified dates. 

The next Patronal Feast is Friday 21
st

 September at 6.30pm at St Matthews 

St Matthews are also celebrating their 60
th

 Jubilee at 7pm on 23
rd

 October, with Bishop Seamus  

Communication 

There was some discussion about possible ways of improving communication between parishes e.g. 

sharing bulletins, a calendar on the website, a designated person in each parish, use of Facebook 

etc.  Events which would be beneficial to the wider Partnership need to be circulated well in advance.  

 



The South Shields Cluster currently have a Facebook page for sharing information.  Claire noted that 

our youth are ‘social media addicts’ and this could be one way of reaching them. 

Action:  Moya to liaise with Catherine re the possibility of expanding the South Shields 

Facebook Page. 

Finance 

Catherine, in her role as a member of the Finance Group, explained that the Partnership Finance 

Group has met, an account has been set up, forms created for the request of expenses and systems 

for the transference of monies put in place.  The balance within the account is presently Nil, while 

Gerard Leake, auditor, calculates each parish’s contribution, based on the reviewed Diocesan levy.  

The clergy are welcome, but not compelled, to attend Finance group meetings. 

To alleviate some concerns raised about the Finance Group not following Diocesan Guidelines, John 

explained that the Guidelines are for finance committees not finance groups, which is what we have.  

It was suggested that the Finance Group could produce a brief outlining their remit but as the PDG is 

responsible for decisions regarding expenditure this may not be necessary.  Fr David reminded the 

meeting that parishioners will expect monies to be spent wisely or there may be a reluctance to 

contribute at parish level. 

The Finance Group have requested that they be invited to join any Partnership Formation sessions 

Action: Catherine to let it be known that minutes of the Finance Group meetings must be sent to 

Patricia for dissemination to all members of the PDG 

Chair’s Briefing 

PDG Formation Day 

Following the June meeting, Angela, John and Michael met as a sub-group to work out a format for 

the proposed day.  Sr Michael was unavailable but suggested alternatives, others were contacted and 

venues discussed.  Michael emailed PDG members and asked for feedback re their availability on 

three possible days.  The proposed day was to be discussed at the July PDG meeting.  However, as 

this meeting was cancelled and communication between the sub-group stalled because John’s email 

had changed, it proved impossible to move ahead with organising the day.  Michael pointed out that 

there had been a poor response from PDG members to his request re availability and, while some 

had voiced concerns over payment for a venue, John suggested that the concept of Formation was 

far more important than venue.   

Deciding on a new date for the Formation Day, when hopefully the majority of members and their 

deputies will be available, was not straightforward but Saturday 10
th
 November is proposed. 

Action:  Angela, John and Michael will meet, at their convenience, to continue their work in 

organising the day. 

The Formation Day will be open to all PDG members, their deputies and the Finance Group.  It will be 

held on Saturday 10
th

 November at St Joseph’s Parish Hall, beginning at 10a.m. 

Further details will be shared at the next PDG meeting 

Action:  parish representatives are to invite their deputies and Finance Group members to the 

Formation Day 

Elevator Speech 

Angela produced an explanation of the Partnership concept and development in May but it has not 

been discussed by the group.  John and Fr John both asked the group to consider how we manage to 

get the message of parishioners becoming ‘ministers’ instead of being ‘ministered to’ across to 

people; the concept of what ‘Church’ will be in future.  Hopefully after the Formation Day we might 

have something we can share with parishes. 



Partnership to Parish 

One step in preparing parishioners for inevitable change could be a Partnership sharing day along the 

same lines as the recent ‘Unconference’.  Members are asked to reflect on this as it will be an agenda 

item at the next meeting. 

Between 5 and 7 PDG members hope to attend the Partnership Conference on Saturday 15
th
 

September. 

AOB.  Kevin distributed information and posters for each church re the Northern Saints event which 

will take place on Friday 16
th
 November in St Josephs. 

Claire queried whether it will be necessary to find another Secondary Education Representative if 

Mark Price is finding it too difficult to attend, as this important role opens up contact with a huge part 

of our population. 

Date of Next Meeting:  It was agreed that in future the PDG will meet every other month for an hour 

and a half.  This change will come into effect after the next meeting which will take place on:-  

Wednesday 3
rd

 October at 7pm at Sacred Heart 

 

 

 


